Morning Prayer 26.04.26  

Alleluia, Christ is risen: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
[bookmark: _Hlk162528730]
Opening Sentences
O Lord open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

Song – Goodness of God
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me

All my life You have been faithful…



I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God

All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God

I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 
You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God

All my life You have been faithful…

 
Bible Readings
Psalm 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
   he leads me beside still waters; 
3 he restores my soul. 
   He leads me in right paths
   for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil;
   for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff—
    they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies;
    you anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
    all the days of my life,
    and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
    my whole life long. 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.



New Testament Reading – John 10: 1-10

 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.


This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Sermon


Prayers
In our prayers we will pray for the world, the church, our local community, and for those who are in need. 

At the end of each section we say:

Lord in Your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
And at the end:

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 	
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen


Notices


Blessing 
 
May Christ,
who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future,
fill you with his new life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 










Online Giving
Everything we do in mission and ministry is made possible by the generous support of our church family. We encourage everyone who is a regular member of St Marys to join our planned giving scheme (standing order) as this helps us to plan and budget. 

You can now make donations online as a one off or regular gifts, and every penny goes back into enabling our mission and ministry. 

Details of how to give online or join the planned giving scheme can be found online @ www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving  
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