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Morning Prayer 14.12.25  
 
“I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.”  Psalm 130:5 
 
Opening Sentences 
O Lord open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Song – Cornerstone 
 
My hope is built on nothing less  
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness  
I dare not trust the sweetest frame  
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name  
(REPEAT) 
 
Christ alone cornerstone  
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love  
Through the storm He is Lord  
Lord of all 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face  
I rest on His unchanging grace  
In every high and stormy gale  
My anchor holds within the veil  
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
Christ alone cornerstone… 
 

 
Advent Candle Prayer 
Each week in Advent we light a candle to remind us that Jesus brings light and hope into 
our world. No matter how uncertain or chaotic the world may seem, that light still shines 
through. 
 
As we light our advent candle 
Light of the world, shine on us. 
As we prepare for Christmas time 
Light of the world, shine on us. 
 
In this world of pain and darkness 
Light of the world, shine through us. 
To all the people who don’t know you, 
Light of the world, shine through us. 
 

When He shall come with trumpet 
sound  
Oh may I then in Him be found  
Dressed in His righteousness alone  
Faultless stand before the throne 
 
Christ alone cornerstone… 
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Jesus you are coming again, 
Light of the world, light the way. 
In our service here today 
Light of the world, light the way. 
 
 
Magnificat 
1    My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
    my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;   
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
2    From this day all generations will call me blessed;   
the Almighty has done great things for me 
    and holy is his name. 
3    He has mercy on those who fear him,   
from generation to generation. 
4    He has shown strength with his arm   
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 
5    Casting down the mighty from their thrones   
and lifting up the lowly. 
6    He has filled the hungry with good things   
and sent the rich away empty. 
7    He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,   
to remember his promise of mercy, 
8    The promise made to our ancestors,   
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 

Luke 1.46-55 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Bible reading – Matthew 11: 2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 
 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
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Thanks be to God 
 
Talk 
 
 
Prayers 
In our prayers we will pray for the world, the church, our local community, and for those who 
are in need.  
 
At the end of each section, we say: 
 
Lord in Your mercy  
hear our prayer.  
 
And at the end: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  
Amen 
 
 
News 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Online Giving 
Everything we do in mission and ministry is made possible by the generous support of our 
church family. We encourage everyone who is a regular member of St Marys to join our 
planned giving scheme (standing order) as this helps us to plan and budget.  
 
You can now make donations online as a one off or regular gifts, and every penny goes back 
into enabling our mission and ministry.  
 
Details of how to give online or join the planned giving scheme can be found online @ 
www.stmaryshanwell.org.uk/giving   
 
 
 


